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, Quality of the 1942-43 Upland Cotton Crop 
and digs a 


The grade and staple lensth of the 1942-43 upland crop and the supply of 
upland cotton are shown in a preliminary revort released today by the 
Department of Agriculture. 


Of the total sunply of about 22,840,000 bales reported, avproximately 

12, 364,000 bales were vroduced this season and 10,476, 000 bales were carried 
over from the previous season. Upland cotton requirements in the 1942-43 
season are expected to total about 12,400,000 bales, leaving a prospective 
Carry—over as of August 1,1943, cf a little more than 10,500,000 bales, 


Although the total sunvly of woland cotton is more than adequate to meet 
domestic and foreign needs for the current season and the early part of the 
1943-44 season, the supoly of higher grades is insufficient to furnish as 
much of some of these aualities as was used in 1941-42. The supply of 
Midecling and better cotton is about 1,250,000 bales smaller this season than 
in 1941-2, desvite the increase of about 400,000 bales in the total supply 
for the current season. Considerable shifting from Middling and higher | 
grade cotton to Strict Low Middling and lower is needed in order to conserve 
an adequate sunnly of the higher qualities for war and essential civilian 
uses. 


The grade index of the 1942-43 cron is 95.0 against 94.1 -- the lowest on 
record —— in the preceding scason. As comnared with 7 percent last season, 
annroximately 8 percent of the 1942-43 cron was reduced in grade because of 
rough prevaration. The average stanle length of the cron was enoroximately 
one inch, or about the same as for 1941-2. 


‘The supnly of woland cotton for the 1942-43 season consists of cotton on 
hand August 1, 1942, and the 1942 crop. The actual quantity of cotton on 
hand at any given time during the season varies with the amount of the carry— 
over and the cron that has been consumed and exnorted, and the quantity of 
the cron remaining to be ginned. During the last two seasons more high 
grade cotton has moved into consumption than was produced, whereas low grade 
cotton has moved much more slowly. The result is a pronortionately large 
quantity of low grades in the supnly and carry-over, especially in the 
shorter staple lengths. The provortion of low grades in the 1943 carry—over 
is exnected to be considerably higher than in the 1942 crop. 

The grade index of the supvly for the current season is 94.5, against 95.4 
in 1941-42. The staple length for the 1942-43 suovly averages 31.4 thirty- 
second inches, or about the same as for last season. 


The quantities of the different grades and stanle lengths shown in the 
attached table for the 1942-43 crow may be compared in detail with those 
for the 1941-42 crop nublished in Cotton Quality Statistics, United States, 
1941-42. This wublication is available woon reauest. 
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